1. Vision and Aims
1.1 Accessibility Statement

Bedwell Primary School is committed to meeting the needs of all pupils, including those
with disabilities. We are committed to promoting equality of opportunity and fostering a
climate of inclusion and respect, irrespective of pupils’ physical, cognitive, sensory or
communication needs. We aim to remove barriers to learning and participation and to
promote positive attitudes towards disability in line with the Equality Act 2010 and the
school’s duties under the Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED).

We recognise our legal duty to make reasonable adjustments and to provide an
Accessibility Plan that willimprove accessibility for current and future pupils over time.
This policy reflects a proactive stance, anticipating potential barriers and planning
effectively to ensure access for all.

1.2 Aims of the Accessibility Policy
The aims of this policy are to:

e Ensure all pupils, including those with disabilities, have access to a rich and
broad curriculum.

¢ Improve the physical environment of the school to enable disabled pupils to take
better advantage of education and associated services.

¢ Improve the availability of accessible information to disabled pupils and their
families.

e Promote a culture of inclusion, awareness and respect across the school
community.

¢ Comply with the duties under the Equality Act 2010.
2. Legal and Statutory Framework
2.1 The Equality Act 2010

The Equality Act 2010 unifies and replaces existing equality legislation, including the
Disability Discrimination Act (DDA). The Act places a statutory duty on schools to:

¢ Notdiscriminate against, harass or victimise pupils with a disability.

¢ Make reasonable adjustments to ensure that disabled pupils are not put at
substantial disadvantage.

¢ Prepare and implement an accessibility plan, reviewing it at least every three
years.



An anticipatory duty is embedded in the Act, meaning that schools must think ahead
and take action to remove barriers that may impede the participation of disabled pupils.

2.2 DfE and Ofsted Requirements

The Department for Education (DfE) statutory guidance states that schools must
publish an accessibility plan on their website and update it every three years.

In the Ofsted Inspection Framework, inspectors consider how well leaders and
governors fulfil their statutory duties, including the Equality Act. Particular emphasis is
placed on inclusion, the implementation of EHCPs, and the engagement of pupils with

SEND.

Key documents referenced in the development of this policy include:

e The Equality Act 2010: Advice for Schools (DfE, 2014)

e Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (0-25 years) (DfE and
DoHSC, 2015)

e Ofsted School Inspection Handbook (2023)

This policy and associated plan have been developed in consultation with:

e Pupils with SEND

e Parents and carers

o Staff (teaching and support)

e Governing body

o External advisory services (including SEND team and occupational therapists)

Stakeholder engagement will continue as part of the monitoring and review cycle.
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