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Year 5&6 News 
Elsewhere in 
School… 
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Visiting the British Museum 
To support our learning about the Ancient Greeks, we visited the British 
Museum a few weeks ago, We spent a busy day looking at and learning about 
historical figures and times that have shaped the world of today. We took 
notes, asked questions and discussed the nature of different artefacts and 
their origins - all the skills that good historians need to use when confronted 
by evidence from the past. As well as learning about life in Ancient Greece,  
we snapped up the opportunity to learn about the Egyptians, Roman Empire, 
Ancient Asia and elements of African traditions, too. 
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Young 

Voices 
 

Year 6 leapt at the 
chance to take part 
in the Young Voices  
project this year. 
Throughout 
December and 
January, they learnt 
a collection of 
(pretty tricky) songs, 
ready to take part in 
a massive 
performance at the 
O2.  
 
Arriving in North 
Greenwich, the group 
(led by Mr Amoss) 
headed into the huge 
arena. Our choir took 
their place alongside 
over 6000 other 
children  and spent 
the afternoon 
rehearsing their 
songs, as well as the 
accompanying dance 
moves… And then, as 
if all that wasn’t 
enough, it was time 
for the performance 
proper, when another 
13,000 audience 
members,  a few 
special celebrity 
guests and a massive 
light show was added 
to the mix. It was 
huge, it was an 
amazing experience, 
and it now means that 
our brave choir 
members can all say 
that they have played 
the O2! 
 
It was a very long 
day, but eventually 
everyone made it 
home, exhausted but 
exhilarated! 
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Art 
 
Wonder 
This term we have 
spent time in our 
English and Guided 
Reading lessons 
exploring the story 
Wonder, by R.J 
Palacio. This brilliant, 
inspirational book has 
allowed us to see the 
world through the 
eyes of Auguest 
Pullman - a boy 
battling to be seen as 
more than his facial 
differences. At the 
start of the unit, we 
spent time creating 
art work using the 
front cover of the 
book for inspiration. 
To achieve this, we 
also spent time 
reflecting on the 
words that stand out 
to us. On the right, 
you can see some 
fantastic examples of 
our finished pieces. 
 
Cherry Blossoms 
While our choir were 
busy getting ready 
for Young Voices, Mr 
Humber spent an 
afternoon with the 
remainder of Year 
5/6, creating 
wonderful works of 
art. We learnt how to 
manipulate Indian ink 
and water colours to 
create images of 
cherry blossom trees. 
The skill involved 
allowed us to broaden 
our understanding of 
artistic styles, whilst 
learning how to use a 
range of tools to 
create highly 
effective artwork.  
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Computing 
 
In Year 6, our 
Computing lessons 
have focussed on 
coding this term. We 
have been introduced 
to the Python 
programming 
language - which has 
been a big learning 
curve for all of us, as 
it is entirely text 
based and a big step 
up from the Scratch 
work we have done 
before.    
 
We have learnt to 
use loops and logical 
commands (like if and 
else) to create simple 
role-play games. Once 
we had got to grips 
with basic commands 
and programming 
structure, we planned 
out our games using 
flow charts.  Working 
independently or in 
pairs, we then began 
to turn these plans 
into code. This was 
really challenging 
(and involved a lot of 
time spent debugging 
our programs), but 
each time we fixed 
an error we learnt a 
little more about how 
Python interprets 
punctuation and the 
way commands are  
spaced out. All of 
this also made us 
really proud when we 
eventually produced a 
playable game of our 
own design.  
 
You can try it out at 
home, too - head to 
python.org to get 
started.  
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Diary Dates 
 
4th March 
Year 3 & 4 trip to Ki-
dZania 
 
5th March 
World Book Day 
 
10th March 
Nursery & Reception 
visit to Woburn Safa-
ri Park 
 
18th March 
Year 2 trip to Tring 
Museum 
 
27th - 29th March 
Year 6 PGL trip 
 
2nd April 
Easter Disco (for 
Years 1-6) 
 
3rd April  
End of Spring Term  
at 2pm 
 
21st April  
Start of Summer 
Term 
 
6th May 
Year 6 Leavers Photos 
 
11th - 14th May 
Year 6 SATs Week 
 
15th May 
Foundation Stage 
Stay & Play session, 
9.00 - 9.30am 
 
18th - 21st May 
Year 2 SATs Week 
 
25th - 29th May 
Half-term 
 
15th - 19th June 
Sports Week 
 
26th June  
Summer Fayre 

Indoor Athletics 
We thoroughly enjoyed practicing for this year’s Stevenage Indoor Athletics 
Festival in our PE lessons this term, working hard to improve our throwing, 
jumping, running and bouncing. With everyone joining in, it was great to 
discover some of our hidden talents (some of us are a lot bouncier than we 
might look) and we’ve also been able to track our improvements from week to 
week, again giving some of the slightly less sporty members of class a chance 
to shine.  
 
All this training paid off in style when we finally reached the Festival itself, 
held at Barnwell School. With 15 schools (and almost 300 children) from 
across town taking part, the competition was fierce - but our fast turns,  
fantastic performances in the field and utter determination meant that we 
scored consistently well across every event. As a result, both our Boys and 
Girls teams finished in third place in heats. 

 

Football 
After a break over the worst of the winter, our Year 5/6 Football Team 
were finally back in action in the penultimate week of the half-term, taking 
on Martins Wood. With two players unavailable, it was a first outing for 
Raegan in goal - and our unfamiliar line-up led to a wobbly start and two goals 
conceded in the first five minutes. However, once again the team showed 
fantastic resilience and determination, fighting back and levelling the score 
at 2-2 by half-time thanks to two goals from Billy. In the second half, it was 
much tighter, with chances at both ends cut-off by strong defence and 
goalkeeping. It looked like the match was going to end in a deserved draw 
until, with about three minutes left, Martins Wood broke through and scored 
the winner. We threw everyone forward, but we couldn’t get another goal, 
and the match ended with a 3-2 loss. It was a tough result, but we learnt a 
lot from the game, and will come back even stronger in our next match.    

Sports Update 


