Year 1 News
Elsewhere in
School…
 Our Christmas
Fayre was a huge
success, with stalls,
games, food and
over £1300 raised
for School Council
Funds.
 Our Year 5/6 Girls
Table Tennis Team
represented
Stevenage at
County Finals,
finishing 7th in the
whole of
Hertfordshire.
 Year 3/4 visited
Neasden Temple,
the largest Hindu
Mandir outside
India.
 Foundation Stage
got in the
Christmas spirit
with a craft
morning, inviting
parents in to join
them in a busy
morning of gluing,
sticking, colouring
(and mince pies.)
 Year 2 visited the
Fire Station to
support their work
on the Great Fire
of London - and
they even got to
try out the hoses!
 We rounded-off
the Autumn Term
with Christmas
parties in every
year group and a
lovely Christmas
Dinner, which
brought the whole
school together.

December

2019

What we’ve been doing this term...
Let’s Celebrate!
This terms topic has been Let's Celebrate! We have looked at the different
events we celebrate, focussing in particular on the celebrations of Diwali and
Hanukah. We compared these festivals to other celebrations of light,
including Christmas. We also designed and made our own divas out of clay too.
Marnie’s diva lamp

Max’s
diva lamp
Hanukah
The menorah candle lasts for
8 days and 8 nights and it used
lots of oil.
by Isla
The Divali story
Ravana locked Site in jail and
Hanuman saved the day. Then
they took a diva to light her
way home.
by Dillan
Reverse Advent Calendar
We were overwhelmed by the level of donations we received for our Reverse
Advent Calendar, which has seen us collecting food to support the Stevenage
group People for People. This will now be given to those in need through food
banks - a huge thank you to everyone who sent in contributions.

School Council with
our Reverse Advent Calendar collection

A King
Is Born
All the practice
finally paid-off last
week, when we got
the chance to
perform our
Christmas production
to the rest of the
school and then to our
families over the
course of three
packed performances.

All of our teachers
were really impressed
by the way we threw
ourselves into the
show, with almost
everyone in Year 2
having a speaking part
and everybody from
all three classes
getting involved in all
of the songs and
dances. We hope you
will agree that our
version of A King Is
Born retold the
Christmas story
brilliantly!
Can we also say a
great big thank you to
Mrs Mooney for
producing all of the
costumes, making it a
totally magical show!
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Stars of
the Week

Jihan

Toby

Rory

Lacie

Ruby

Faith

Reading
Week
2019
During our
Spooktacular Book
Week we were very
lucky to have the
opportunity to meet
Andrew Weale, an
author and poet, who
read his books, helped
us to develop our own
stories, and answered
a lot of our questions.
During the week, we
also had opportunities
to be involved in the
book swap, partner up
with other children to
share books, take
part in some tricky
competitions and
finally all dress up in
our pyjamas and have
a Big Read session on
the Friday. It was
great fun!
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Christmas
Fayre
Our Christmas Fayre
was a huge success!
Over 400 children,
parents and family
members attended,
playing games, buying
lots of home-made
craft, visiting Santa,
eating, drinking and
generally having a lot
of fun! As a result, we
raised over £1300 for
the school, which
School Council will
be able to spend on
some of the ideas
that they have come
up with to make our
school an even nicer
place to be.
A huge thank you to
everyone who donated
food and gifts or
helped to organise
events.
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English
We take part in daily
Read Write Inc
sessions. This is
helping us with our
phonics, reading and
writing within ability
groups. Thank you for
helping us to learn our
spellings each week knowing these key
words really helps us
with our writing, so
we can develop our
work further.
This term, we have
been learning a nonfiction text
describing How to
Make a Pizza. We
have been looking at
the structure of a set
of instructions and
learning about what
each section is for
and how each step
starts with a bossy
word (an imperative
verb). We have
changed the
instructions to make a
pizza of our choice
(with some very
strange and…
interesting…
toppings!) We also
followed some special
instructions from
Santa, which enabled
us to make magical
reindeer food.
We then invented our
own set of
instructions on how to
make things for
Santa, to help him at
this busy time of
year. We are sure you
will agree we came up
with some very
interesting ideas!
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Our writing hook - Bertie had tried to make
pizza in our classroom, but he needed some help...
How to make a pizza, by Lacie
Have you ever ran out of food and needed to make a pizza? Well look no
further!
What you will need:

Ketchup, cheese, chocolate, gummy worm sweets, pizza base

What to do:
•
Unwrap the pizza.
•
Spread the ketchup.
•
Chop the cheese.
•
Chop the chocolate.
•
Unwrap the sweets.
•
Sprinkle gummy worms.
•
Cook in the oven.
•
Eat.
BEWARE
Make sure it has cooled down otherwise you might burn yourself.

How to make a pizza, by Ruby
Have you ever ran out of food and needed to make a pizza in a hurry? Here
is a delicious recipe you will love.
What you will need:


Mustard, Christmas sweets, pizza base, pepperoni, circled peppers

What to do:
1.
Unwrap the pizza base.
2.
Spread the mustard over the pizza.
3.
Put peppers on the pizza.
4.
Put on Christmas sweets.
5.
Place pepperoni on the pizza.
6.
Cook in hot oven.
BEWARE
Make sure that it is cold before you eat.
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Computing

Kamila
mixing
the cake

In computing we have
been learning to use
Microsoft Word. We
have found out how
we can change the
size, colour and font
of our text. We have
also learnt how to
import pictures from
clipart and used these
skills to make an
insert for our
Christmas cards.
Ruby following
instructions

Theo giving
instructions

Dillan following instructions
and chopping cherries

PSHE

Gypsy-Lea
giving instructions
on what to do

We got to take part in
a special assembly,
which was being
filmed by One
Decision (who provide
our PSHE resources)
to use in future
lessons. We met
DeeDee, the road
safety mascot, who
talked to us about
crossing roads safely
and making sensible
choices when we’re
out and about. We
identified good places
to cross roads,
especially at traffic
lights, zebra crossings
and underpasses, and
discussed why we
need to cross with a
responsible adult.
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7th January
Start of Spring Term

Maths

13th January
Spring Term Clubs
start

This term we have been learning to been looking at numbers to 10. We have
used these to work out number bonds to 10, using tens frames and part-partwhole models to find different ways to make the same total. We have looked
at more and fewer and used this to compare numbers by finding the
difference. Next term we will move onto doubling and halving.

24th January
Foundation Stage
Stay & Play session

Katie
finding
different
ways to
make 8

24th January
School Choir
performing at Young
Voices at the O2

Kevin and
Raymond finding
the difference in length

30th January
Year 5&6 trip to the
British Museum
12th February
Parents Evening
4th March
Year 3 & 4 trip to
KidZania
5th March
World Book Day
10th March
Nursery & Reception
visit to Woburn
Safari Park
18th March
Year 2 trip to Tring
Museum

Rory and
Faith
exploring
length

Science
In science we have been looking at humans - naming parts of the body,
identifying similarities and differences between people and learning about
the five different senses. We have carried out different experiments to see
if we could identify things with only one sense. It was very hard!
Do all animals move in the same way? Science by Poppy

27th - 29th March
Year 6 PGL trip

How can we move?
I can swim with my hands and feet. I can roll with my chest. I can jump
with my feet. I can skip with my feet.

2nd April
Easter Disco (for
Years 1-6)

Do animals move in the same way?
No because cheetahs can’t swim.

3rd April
End of Spring Term
at 2pm
21st April
Start of Summer
Term

Do all animals move in the same way? Science by Jihan
How can we move?
We can jump with our feet. We can slide with our bodies. We can run with
our legs. We can crawl with our feet.
Do animals move in the same way?
No because fish don’t have legs.

