Year 2 News
Elsewhere in
School…
 Our Christmas
Fayre was a huge
success, with over
400 children ,
parents and family
members attending
and over £1300
collected for
School Council
Funds.
 Our Year 5/6 Girls
Table Tennis Team
represented
Stevenage at
County Finals,
finishing 7th in the
whole of
Hertfordshire.
 Year 3/4 visited
Neasden Temple,
the largest Hindu
Mandir outside
India, where they
observed a prayer
ceremony and
learnt about many
Hindi gods.
 Foundation Stage
got in the
Christmas spirit
with a craft
morning, inviting
parents in to join
them in a busy
morning of gluing,
sticking, colouring
(and mince pies.)
 We rounded-off
the Autumn Term
with Christmas
parties in every
year group and a
lovely Christmas
Dinner, which
brought the whole
school together.
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What we’ve been doing this term...
Party time!
We really got into the festive spirit with our a brilliant Christmas party on
Tuesday. We came into school in our finest party clothes and launched into an
hour of games - including all the classics (musical chairs, pass the parcel,
musical statues etc), plus a few new challenges. After that, it was time to pile
into party food (a big thank you to everyone who sent something in). We had
a great afternoon, and it was a lovely way to round-off the term and reward
us for all our hard work over the last few months.

A King
Is Born
All the practice
finally paid-off last
week, when we got
the chance to
perform our
Christmas production
to the rest of the
school and then to our
families over the
course of three
packed performances.

All of our teachers
were really impressed
by the way we threw
ourselves into the
show, with almost
everyone in Year 2
having a speaking part
and everybody from
all three classes
getting involved in all
of the songs and
dances. We hope you
will agree that our
version of A King Is
Born retold the
Christmas story
brilliantly!
Can we also say a
great big thank you to
Mrs Mooney for
producing all of the
costumes, making it a
totally magical show!
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Stars of
the Week
- Squirrels -

Ates

Callum

Ella-May

Tolu

Lily

Reading
Week
2019
During our
Spooktacular Book
Week we were very
lucky to have the
opportunity to meet
Andrew Weale, an
author and poet, who
read his books, helped
us to develop our own
stories, and answered
a lot of our questions.
During the week, we
also had opportunities
to be involved in the
book swap, partner up
with other children to
share books, take
part in some tricky
competitions and
finally all dress up in
our pyjamas and have
a Big Read session on
the Friday. It was
great fun!

Christmas
Fayre
Our Christmas Fayre
was a huge success!
Over 400 children,
parents and family
members attended,
and we raised over
£1300 for School
Council funds. You can
see a few highlights
on the opposite page.
A huge thank you to
everyone who donated
food and gifts or
helped to organised
events.
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Stars of
the Week
-Hedgehogs-

Oliver

Sudharsanan

James

Mason

Najah

Fire
Station
visit
We really enjoyed our
visit to Stevenage
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questions,
which we
enjoyed pulling out of
our pockets to the
amazement of the
fire officers who
were showing us
around. We then
finished with a spray
of the powerful hose
which was obviously
the highlight for many
of us!
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Maths
In Mrs Jackson’s
maths group, we have
focussed on our tens
and ones this term,
making sure we are
confident being able
to partition a number
using them. We have
used a variety of
different equipment
that has helped
consolidate our
learning. We are
continuing to practise
our counting on and
back from 100 as well
as learning our ten
times table.
In Mrs Rose and Mr
Lester’s maths group,
meanwhile, we have
learned new language
for subtraction, such
as fewer, less, more
and difference. We
have been learning to
break calculations up,
so “Part + Part =
Whole” and “Whole –
Part = Part” (so if
4 + 2 = 6, the inverse
calculation must be
6 – 2 = 4). We used
this knowledge to
check our answers
so we can always be
correct! We have
been calculating with
money and perfecting
our choice of coins
to make different
amounts.

Diary Dates
7th January
Start of Spring Term
13th January
Spring Term Clubs
start
24th January
Foundation Stage
Stay & Play session
24th January
School Choir
performing at Young
Voices at the O2
30th January
Year 5&6 trip to the
British Museum
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Our learning
English
This term we have been learning how to write a report. We used our visit to
the Fire Station to inspire us, learning a report on Fantastic Firefighters by
heart and then using this model to support the rest of our work. We focussed
in particular on the use of conjunctions to link our ideas together, working on
building sentences with because and so to explain our ideas. We also looked at
the structure of reports and the way we can use punctuation to make our
meaning clear. We finished-off the unit by writing our own reports on a
professional of our choice.
History
Following on from our English unit we have been learning all about the Great
Fire of London. We think you’ll agree that we have picked up a huge amount of
information and really enjoyed retelling what happened and how it started.
The houses we made for homework were fantastic and have taken pride of
place in our library area and classrooms.

12th February
Parents Evening
4th March
Year 3 & 4 trip to
KidZania
5th March
World Book Day
10th March
Nursery & Reception
visit to Woburn
Safari Park
18th March
Year 2 trip to Tring
Museum
27th - 29th March
Year 6 PGL trip
2nd April
Easter Disco (for
Years 1-6)
3rd April
End of Spring Term
at 2pm
21st April
Start of Summer
Term

Art
This half term we have really enjoyed lots of seasonal crafts, making
Christmas cards, calendars and decorations and we hope you enjoy these too
when they come home. At the beginning of this half term we started painting
a sunset city scape silhouette featuring London’s skyline. We created a colour
wash sunset background, and after lots of practise, then added an outline for
landmark buildings in London. Finishing the buildings off with black paint
made a fantastic contrast and we were very pleased with the outcomes.
Science
This term we have been learning about Understanding Everyday Materials.
We know and can recognise many raw materials (metal, wood, plastic, fabric,
paper, glass etc.), but we can also explain why many materials are often
preferred for different uses (why glass for bottles, metal for cutlery,
plastic for toys etc.) We have conducted experiments on how different
materials can be reshaped (twisted, squashed, stretched, bent) and how that
affects what they are used for.

